BAREFOOT GEN 


Weilite THE TRUTH 


VOLUME SIX 


a 
akazawa 


Barefoot Gen is the powerful, tragic, autobiographical story of 
the bombing of Hiroshima and its aftermath, seen through the 
eyes of the artist as a young boy growing up in Japan. The 
honest portrayal of emotions and experiences speaks to children 
and adults everywhere. Barefoot Gen serves as a reminder of 
the suffering war brings to innocent people, and as a unique 
documentation of an especially horrible source of suffering, the 
atomic bomb. This is part six of a ten-part series. 
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Comments about Gen 


by Japanese Fourth-Graders 


As part of his “Life Class,” Mr. Koichi Matsushita, a 
fourth-grade teacher at Meiko Elementary School in 
Hakusan City, Ishikawa Prefecture, invited me to speak 
to his students about Barefoot Gen in September, 2004. 
| explained to them why we believe that Gen serves as 
a bridge to peace and showed them some of the edi- 
tions of Gen published in different languages, includ- 
ing the Russian and English translations produced by 
Project Gen. It turned out that half of the students in the 
class had already read Gen. 


Some of the questions the students asked me were: 


“Why did you translate Gen into English and Russian?” 
“What were some of the difficulties you had to deal with?” 
“What do you plan to do next?” 


At the end, one student asked, “What can we do?” 
This is what | answered: 


If you haven't read Barefoot Gen yet, please do so. If 
the book makes some kind of impression on you, 
please put your comments in a letter to Project Gen, so 
we can translate and publish them for readers outside 
of Japan as well. 


Many of the students did just that. What follows is a sam- 
pling of the comments they sent to us after reading Gen. 
We hope that readers of all ages of this English edition 
will send us their comments too. Please write to: 


Project Gen, c/o Asazuma, Nagasaka 3-10-20, 
Kanazawa 921-8112, Japan. 


- Namie Asazuma 
Coordinator, Project Gen 


“I cannot imagine life without my family. But Gen 
witnessed the deaths of his family members.” 


- Yuria Akasaka 


“What was most horrifying for me was the dropping of 
the atomic bomb that killed so many people in Hiroshi- 
ma. And Gen was an eyewitness to that scene. There 
is a lot | want to know about this story.” 


- Kazuteru Fujita 


“I think wars are terrifying. There are many people 
who are fighting even now. Why don’t they seek a 
peaceful world?” 

- Haruna Honda 


“| was glad to see Gen recover from the loss of his 
family. | want to work for world peace.” 


- Taku Koga 


“| thought Barefoot Gen described the reality of war. 
Gen really put his wits to work to make money and 
feed his sister Tomoko.” 

- Miyuki Kyosai 


“I realized after reading Barefoot Gen that war is horri- 
ble. This book made me think about the horror of wars 
and the current peace we enjoy. Now everyone in my 
class is absorbed in Gen.” 

- Shoko Muko 


“Even though Gen lost his father, sister and brother, 
he lived an active life and encouraged the people 


around him.” 
- Masashi Nishita 


“| think Gen’s father was right to be against the war. | 
want to do what | can do to stop wars and help people 
in war-affected regions.” 

\ - Momori Ofude 


“Seeing those pictures, | was horrified. | thought the text 
in the balloons made the horror even greater. | would 
like to read the English version of Gen, even though it 
would be difficult for me.” 
- Mao Ogata 
\ 
“If there were a war now my family and | would not 


survive. Current news about wars gets me worried. 
Seeing the death of human beings is very sad.” 


- Takuya Sakamoto 


“During the war, people were all desperately in need, 
so they didn’t help each other. But Gen encouraged 
others and helped them. He is amazing.” 


- Daichi Sano 


“| thought Gen’s dreams about his father, sister and 
brother showed the importance of family for him. The 
idea of losing my family scares me.” 


- Misaki Shoda 


“| thought | already knew about the cruelty of war, 
but | only got to know the reality of war by reading 
this book. The deaths of Gen’s friends and the babies 
make me sad.” 

- Reina Tanaka 


“| half cried while reading Gen. | wish | had Gen’s 
courage. He supported his family, which especially 
impressed me.” 

- Soraya Taniguchi 


“Through the English and Russian versions of Gen, | 
hope people around the world will stop war and live 
in harmony.” 

- Miku Ushiroyama 


“Most of the people near the epicenter of the Hiroshi- 
ma atomic bomb blast died. We want no more atomic 
bombs. Without wars, people would live longer.” 


- Kazuya Yata 
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IN ae Sa 
es 


fie = 
| ooo 


Ze 
Fy, 


Doe 


sash = 
an 
Bisy 
iS Hy 


fh AFF5P ay 


Damn... No luck. \l If j22G/ Mr. Samejima, a 
I'm broke already. | ir A couple of hundred 
Let me wina little, Ui Se) 7 thousand yen 

should be nothing 


Your store is making a big 

profit with the illegal food 

supplies you get from the 
Americans in return for 
bribes and prostitutes. 


a fortune using 


PINEAPP) ‘ VON omg the victims of 


Uy, I hear you made \, 
all 


USA / : the atomic 


(te qi 
i=) | 


Well, may 
business be 
good for 


cme \= 
HOY S2\ both of us. 


Mi, 


You can't win the 
election without 
having Yakuza 
on your side. 


The money 

we lose by 

gambling is < 
nothing. 


By the way, I hear you'll run 
for the next municipal assembly. 
Why don't you lose your bets 
and invest in the Uchiyama 

Family? 


= \ We need the Yakuza 
to interfere with 
our opponents. 


base 
en 


These guys all made a 


fortune in the confusion “9 
after the war. Milk ‘em! )/ 


You'll see. 
I'll take all 
that money. 


Musubi, . pct Ke 
did you \ 
find Ryuta? 


did he go? 
Hurry up and 
find him... 


el 


Ryuta, what Ryuta, I'll 
cag te oing bene forgive 
to do? What? ‘ ou if you die. e It, ee 
ee t (TQ 
SESAN 


Something is wron N 
in this cele ana AIts Here they're 
Nakaoka is dying ANY having fun 
because she doesn't “(\ SSSA gambling with 
have any money to AW money they 
stay in a hospital. a\ don't need. 


The world oughta be 
a place where hard- 
working honest people 
are treated right. 


It scares me 
because I've 

seen a guy who 
got killed after 
breaking into a 
gambling place. 


getting 
= pauge 


== 


My 


I'm doing it. 
I'm here to 


SS i) 
S Ww i— EEE 
) ( & LSS Z 
Hi} S 


Don't any of you move! 
You're going to die if 
you move one step. 
Do you see this 

dynamite? 


—— a 


Where did 
Ryuta go? 


What's taking 
you so long?! 
Put the money < 
in and bring 
ithere. 


Hey, you! 
You left 


money to 
the boss. 


nie 
urry up! 
Carn the 
money! 


S<COSeS 


The Uchiyama 
\\ : mily's reputation 
you talk to will suffer if 
the boss! ‘ customers get 
hurt. Stay calm! 


rhea hod what |X 
this kid says /\ JW" 
XG ++ Gul Now that's 
for now. ; the boss. 


Stay there, or 
I'll make a hole 
in your boss's 
stomach! 


| ae 


‘T | 
| “Gal 4°) A 
LRT 


You kicked 
me in the 
balls. I'm 


How many times do I have 

to tell you?! I didn't come 

here to play! My life is at 
stake! Wake up! 


Hey kid... You're going too 

far. I can forgive you for 

the guts you've showed if . ~ =\q 
you apologize now. a SSS 6.1 


SSS 


Where did 
Ryuta go? 
I'm 
exhauste 
trying to 
find Fits, 


Gen, forget 

about Ryuta! 
We have enough < 
problems here! @ 


Ryuta's always 
a troublemaker 


Ryuta thinks of 
Mama as if she's 
his real mother. 
Please think of him 
as our brother. 


Ican't worry . 
about Ryuta jp“ Think about 
when Mama is Y_ how Mama 


suffering so can get 
well soon. 


N-no, Akira, 
don't talk 
like that. 


Koji left for the mines 
and it seems he's not 
coming back. Everyone is 
® | running away from what 
they don't like. I want to 
run away, too. 


Y-you don't 

We have to have to tell 

help each me. I know 

other now. that. I know! 
Damn it! 


Don't be so 
cold-hearted. 


SS>= 


—————— 
———— 
SS 


I A mes len 
anyone, even 
if he's my 
bother. 


‘ a, Ol “Hey, man 
ae . ‘|| Stupid! It's 
“ee poi the thirty yen 

= plik short! Don't 


CAH 
ALEX 
gle gies 


\ 
Ze 


—= yy 


i yon SS Yeah, 
es SNS so what? 


SSN 


Snicker... Every 
thirty yen helps 
Auntie! 


want you 
to follow GS 


keep this. 
Take it. 


Snigger... i, ; : 
It looks real if 4 he | .7) Y-you little 
you're ina panic. HT bastard... 


courageous 
to be a boss. 


We can put 
your mother 
in the 
hospital and Y 
cure her 
sickness! 


0 _GktiaAZzZzz 


woogie, mone 
everywhere! 
Yippedy- = 
doo! = CG=ZAZZ, 


SSS LAA 
\VZAAZZ 
<<< 


EEE 


eZ 


singing and 
ag as 9 


Hee hee! 
Gen, you're 
oing to 

ike This! 


Ryuta, you fool! 2S: : ? E 

You don't know - ee poe 
how much we i... SG ( something 
worried about good, so 
in and looked my { forgive me. 


Ha ha! People can do 
amazing things when 
they bet their lives 
on it! 


Gen, hurry up 


and take your 
mother to the 


hospital. 


But, I don't 
think the 
Yakuza will 


Cure her 
disease 
with good 

medicine. 


Don't worry. They 
can't report it to 
the police because 

gambling's illegal. 


Your mother 


is my 


mother too, 


I'm thinking 
about going to 
Tokyo until 


you know! 


I'll always be é& I'll be back in 
with you. I'll a few months. 
never leave you. | \ 


Katsuko, I'll miss you, 
too, but please think of 
Mrs. Nakaoka as our 
mother and take good 

care of her. Okay? 


\ ‘ : pia Z I've made up 
SiS ; 

plese get JEEZ my mind to 

well soon. LEEKS Re 0 anythin 


You always 


protected me, 
an atomic bomb 
orphan. 


\ Money doesn't make me 
daa It's your love 
that makes me happy. 


please get 
back your 
strength. 


Gen, what are you 
doing?! Take your 
mother to the 
hospital right away! 


I'm-I'm sorry, 
Ryuta. You're 
a good boy. 


Ha ha! Better 
via busy. 
e havea 
lot to do. 


325 


Kon 


Go to Ujina 
Harbor. Don't 


let him go Everyone, 


go and find 


across to q 
Shikoku that kid! 


Island. _ 


a es) 


WL He's just a kid! 
You guys have to cD —pp We are Uchiyama- 
find and kill that Bh hs gumi gangsters! 
damn kid! a, He can't get 
away with this! 


i ; ae) 7 ae fay 
: aN ie BscSec| 


ae Don't let him get out 
Pas tae of Hiroshima. Stake 
area where the out the stations 
kid got out of of Hiroshima, _ 
the taxi. é Yokogawa, and Koi. 
| Ay x | ui 


i ft 


> = = a i | : 
Sal) lea elie 


Doctor, please cure 
her disease. You 
can use American 

medicines. 


Let me 
see what 
I can do. 


VRyuta, r'll } 
see you 
off. 


Money talks. 
He welcomed 
her when I 
showed him 
the money. 


Tokyo now. Ry 
wn EUAN 
CN : 


I expect to 
see a lot of 

novels when 
I come back! 


Be careful. 
I know you'll 
be all right. 


Pad 


SJ 


I'll read the 
stars to see 
where I'll 


nae tonight... 


—— 
<I 


QQ lod LG hus al i 
edits 
: we Spine 


You prob'ly 
can't do it 
‘cause you 

don't eat! 


People cla 
Gen, why | their hands 
did he | when they 
ask for 
prostitutes. 


He'd better show up soon. fy 29 They're 
I'm getting tired of waiting Auli» checking 
here. You guys open up your a ERE HOR, 

eyes and watch carefully! right now. 


G-Gen, this is 
not good. Guys 
from the 
Uchiyama gang 
are watching. _s 


They'll be 
watching at the 
Yokogawa and 
Koi stations too. S ~~ 


P no way out! 


Pred 
My Nh 


MW), 


Ryuta, we can't <¢ 
stay here. 


R-Ryuta, | 


what if They kill people 


and make a living 


They won't 
pos oe fieten to me! of f other me ; eas Pl 
to than? of people's Y ; 


sacrifices. 


I saw a guy 
who got beaten 
tilfhe was 
permanently 
crippled, after 
breaking into 
a casino. 


G-Gen, what 
S am I going 
SAN Eee, to do? I'm 
\ scared. 


Sm 
Tel 


stop 
wetting 


Ryuta, you 
fooll ea 
away! There's 
more goons 

coming! 


Stupid! 
Run for 
your life! 


a 6-get him. 
That's 
the kid. 


Akira...how did 
I get here? 


W-what? 
Ryuta broke 
into a 


He left for 
; ! , > Ryuta...Ryuta 
Hiroshima Station “did pe a 


with Gen and the £3 
others. He's going| 4 \ oe 
to Tokyo until {3 !% i ag 
things cool down... 


Mama, 

you're 

awake. 
You've been 
s sleeping 


eSetyesares 
SS thy Sakray = 5 
3 OSU 


M-Mama, 
where 

are you 
going? 


Ryuta, that little fool! He 
doesn't know how dangerous 
breaking into a gambling joint 

is. Now he's gotten himself 
in trouble again... 


I can't just 


» let Ryuta go 


like this. 


a 7) did it for me. 
CV aes) eae 


a He Lipid be 


somewhere 
around here. 
Go find him. 


Don't be stupid. I'll never let 
them catch you and kill you. 
You have to keep running away. 
Keep running and running. 


Gen, this is it. 
I'm finished. 
I'm finished. 


= = = = =a = = aS 
Sey a 
ign: Folice 


It's easy 
for you to 
say! I'm the 
one who's 

in trouble! 


W-what? I-I 
don't want to 
be in there! 


Ryuta, put 
yourself 
into jail. 


If you stay with®\ 
the dens; those < 

thugs won't be & 
able to kill you no’. mean. 
matter how much 

they want to. # 


You'll get free 

meals, and the 

police'll protect 

you. There's no 

place safer than 
t 


I feel better 
now. I can at 
least save my 
life. That's all 
that matters. 


to serve for 
what I did? 


2 


ae 


After that, we 


_ 
W-what Sob... Ryuta, \\ Then come back 


While Ryuta... it'll be hard, \\) fter servin 
vapors 72 Ryuta is in your senteten, 
trouble. yourself into \\\" —_ I'll be waiting 


bleeding. : i 
oe the police. WW typ for you. I'll wait 


for you as long 
as it takes. 


ECS 


Fee eas Auntie, please 
Auntie! ~ et well. Don't 
Auntie! ) s et the atomic 

bomb disease 
beat you. 


~ i 


G NY wv oR 


hat A = 
PK) —% 


I'll go to 


Auntie, Gen, you 


; 


| i ex 7 . Auntie, Gen, say 
PACE “6K, hello to everyone 
for me! Okay? 
Bye! 


i a 


yey Fal 


AD 
; i _ 
“anlar 
i 


the police “C can't come with me. 

by myself. It'll be too sad to 
r , say good-bye. 
ly 


Sob... This is so cruel. So 
cruel... How long do we 
have to keep suffering 
because of the war and 

just one bomb? 


Ryuta, bye! I'll 
be waiting for 
you to come 
back! Take care! 


Wah! Ryuta! 5 Ft || Ee A Wah! Gen! 
Goadbiye! “(//7 | ee Hed Auntie! 
goodbye! = be, , GOOKIBE! 


We have to liveon ¥ 
and start over again 
just like sprouting 
wheat, no matter 
how much we get 
stepped on. 


We can't 


of m 
heart Tolyél 
boogie- 4 
woogie! 


Ufprens 
Loo 
MK 


TAY 


July 1948, 
iroshima City = 


115 


One brick is 
worth fifty 


Then, this iron 
weighs about 
two kan. One 


Red roof ona <5 

a Se nlitep ae 
ell tower ¢ Ce 

shaped like a Lg ae 


pixie hat... 


rings, ding- 
dotig-ding. 
OF 


me. Al 


Turn up the 
volume, 


wo 
WA You 
You're lucky }/ | must be 
tohavea fA rich. I 
FSH wish I 


Kaz 
We 


.. What? This is the 
? good part. Do 
something fast 
Z4_so we can listen. 


Bell Rings," 
written by = 
uo Kikuta. 


Ha ha! Good. 
I can't wait 


poe ey 


cn NA AOI 


The radio 
program will 
be finished. 


It-it must've 
burned out. 
I didn't do 

anything. 


W-what have 
you done to my 
precious radio?! 


Ny 4 


NWS 
SOUS 


You stupid 
kid! Wait 


But she must be 
bored because 
she's always 
sleeping. If she 
had a radio, she 
wouldn't be so 


Thanks to Ryuta, 
Mama is getting 

better and better 
in the hospital. 


The atomic bomb is 
so evil! It turned 
a young girl into 


Bt ab Mg to 
an ill herself man 
ate W(@ — times and foally 
5 AN \\ succeeded. The 

= , atomic bomb 
igi s Mm, scars made her 
=e L into a monster. 
A +2 


a monster. No 


Nal 


Stupid! How long ‘efi 
are you going to B\ 
leave her like LIN 
that?! Cut her XY 
down right Y 


Ss 
= 


om 


Mr. Nakahiro, Of course. Like Poor girl... 
I got sixty een General MacArthur All praise to 
bricks and working says, "People the Buddha, 


hard, shouldn't eat if they 
don't work." I have 


to make 


f 


two kan o 


all praise to 
the Buddha... 


AC ii 


Katsuko! What's 4 


Don't get 
some funny 
idea like 
committing 
suicide... 


| He should 
be fine, 
knowing 
him! 


Katsuko, cheer 
up. Ryuta'll be 
home soon. 


What? I'm going to be 
Ryuta's wife and we're 
going to live happily 
together. I'll never 
kill myself. 


Ss 


He was put 
intoa 
reformatory < 
in Shimane 
Prefecture. f 


blushing! 


That's right. ae 
Ryuta loves you. boiled 


Gen, Katsuko 
misses Ryuta. 


octopus! 


Good... I don't Katsuko, — = 
want her to think Ryuta is Everyone, 
of committing somewhere = let's send 
suicide like H | over that hima 
that girl. mountain, 4s SF, 


YY 


( Come back soon! 
We're waiting 
(for you. 


Hey, Ryuta, don't pick things 
off the ground and eat them. 
You'll get sick! Take care 
and come back soon. I'm 
waiting 


We'll go and 
see him sometime 
after we make 
some money. 


S| fl Ace 


Okay, I'll 


crybaby! Y= head home 
Don't give up! 


Ny Gs 
Ly, 


getting 
much 
better 
in the 
Il, hospital. 


ee 
Gili, f= 


me Be LA ff, =a mNO 
[ESE NOOO EY 


I wonder how Koji is doing 
after he left for the coal 
mine. Why can't he write me 
back at least once? I've 
written to 


But we need a lot of money 
to pay the hospital bills. 
Please send money soon. 
Even a little oe We'll 


be waiting him so many 


struggling 
Koji, you here to 
dummy. i 
You fool! 


I'd like to 
eat some 


T can buy 
a pumpkin 
and make 


to my home> 
town after 


so many 


See \. 
ZA 


\ 


= 


am ot 
a SF 


Nii ae 
WW 


no flowers 
were 

blooming 
» and no 


‘ birds were 


ZS, 


Me 


f 


I'm hungry 
every day. 


Maybe the 
stones have 
some gold 
in them, and 
she can 
sell them! 


il What? She's 
1 tying her legs 
together. 
What a strange 
thing to do... 


What is she 
doing filling up 
her sleeves 
with so many 
stones? 


oing to kill 
‘ heraelt 


LU 


Lt atl 
ves 


VS 
dio! ci 


B 
go G 
you know my hellare ¥, 
\) ‘name? Who 
are you? 


Why did you ~57 

have to save > ‘ 

my life back : bothering 
then? ae A me? 


But you don't 
know how much 
pain I had to go 

through after 

surviving. 


your 
life! Idiot! 


i 


#3 


We were 
together 
on Nino- 


atomic bomb \ who tried 
made my to commit 


face look like suicide so 
a monster s. 


a “TP WSS ; 
Wy] #® LIcan't dance | (sy , NN Sob... I know, Gen... I'll 
Th CHAMPS infront of | f= \ NAS : live. I'll never try to kill 
avea people with | |2iq AW ‘ " myself again. I'll forget 

this face! My | |}: fasta . , about my dream to bea 


2 dream to bea | jii/iiih, wes dancer from now on. 
dancer won't | |I}iWilits Y 


. come true! 
Tt's all over! 


Why are you 
always thinking 
about killing 
yourself?! Be 
brave and try 

to live! 


You promised 
You remind me of ween me on : : 
my sister Eiko 2 yey} Please oa Ninoshima  ‘\\ YN ANY Why are you 
who was burned © wi @ | oF Hew tre you're alive. that you would} yy iG MSS jumping into 


to death under |g oe yy Don't just never try to \ mis a river now?! 


our house. kill yourself ~2& 


As long as you're . SS KH fy |- “i Stupid, =S “hers I did all I can 
alive at feel as KG - : xy : do! I did my 
if my sister Eiko Ay > . best to survive 
is back again. Wi eS ? ; till today! 


C GRTESEN 


fo 7 You must've 
l 
a fred gone, ir one 
: > \¥ a tough time. 
You've lost 
your hope 
completely. 


if 


Pee, si AS | 
{ UNS iN ‘il rai leicht: 
Don't | 
acy, )} — the devil 
ie of death 


catch you! 
Wake up! 


oing to die 
ere, Leave 
me alone! 


You can die 54 : 3 But I met 

anytime if <j Z = you here, so 
you want to! you're not 
. )_ supposed 

~ to die now! 


will get 
infected. 


You cut yourself. 
We need to 
put medicine 4 J) 
on it, or it / @) / 


_{ It reminds 

me of August 
6th when the 
atomic bomb 


You have a good 
heart. You forgot 
about committing 
suicide and 
worried 
about my cuf. 


People kept on dying 
and dying every day. 
We had to cremate 
or bury the bodies. 


Why does someone 
nice like you have 
to suffer so much 
and want to kill 
yourself? 


emergency [9 
care center -“< 
on Ninoshima 
Island where 
I felt as if I'd 
died and gone 

to hell. 


ij eA ee 
Lage 

L 
(fi 


Many kids died 20 | T thought 
crying for their 
fathers and 


mothers. 


my turn 


locked up 
in hell. 


My face was = WW F 
infected. It | The pain made me 
oozed pus, crazy when the 
and maggots =) A<#S32><<@@ | gauze was changed 
hatched. It because the 
was so smelly. : scabs came off. 


they formed 
scars and 
changed my 
face beyond 
Ze recognition. 


It took half a year 
before my burns healed 
and I gained my energy 
back. Then I went to 4 
my relatives in the v‘/#7” 
countryside to beg ji" 
for help. { 


My uncle and 
aunt believed 
|| the rumor that 
Aiki |the atomic bomb's }J 
ae poison was : 


They didn't 
want to come 
close to me. 
They were so 
cold and mean RAN: 


| 


a \ 


BE 


as 


People in the 
village didn't 
even look at 
me. They just 
ran away. 


I slept ina barn. 
I was determined 
to live no matter 
how hard it was. 


Kids in the 
neighborhood 
threw stones 


When I saw a 


happy girl, I 
threw stones 


An owl is 
active in 
the dark. / 


I used to hide 
during the 
daytime, and 
go for walks 
and do chores 

at night. 


But after that, 
I cried and 
cried. I felt 
so sorry for 


If only my face hadn't been 
burned by the atomic bomb, 
I could walk on the street 
sie the daytime and talk 
with a boy I liked. Just 
those thoughts made me 


If I die, I want to die 

in Hiroshima where my 
father and mother died. *- 
That is why I'm here. 


think I would 
not have to 
feel this way 
if I died 


I got tired 
of hiding 
all the time. 


everyone 
stays away 
from me... 


one layer 
of skin 


But I don't want 
to live like this. 
Everyone calls 
me a monster 
\ and gives me 
» dirty looks. 


Thate the €P Don't look 


atomic bomb. g only on the 
T hate it. a dark side of 


T hate it. 


» everything. 


WAS 
\ 


NX 


|) 
<a 


q\72 


A tinea 


a It's the ones ‘aN 
Stop it. They're @ =e who started “ax 
not the ones you ov --| | the war and 
should throw Y the ones who 
stones at. 


You should aaah d 
throw stones at uring Tne war and ane 
cm » — sitting pretty now. They 
don't think about people 
like you and me who are 
still suffering. 


the sins they 
committed... 


Don't just die silently. 
Show some spunk! 
Be brave! 


What am I going to do? 

Natsue will try to kill 

herself again... What 
should I do? 


Guys, please 
take care of | 
Natsue. Let 
her stay with 


Gen, we've all 


been hurt by the Neither the 
atomic Boat eee at 
All we can do is will help us 


help each other. 


Make yourself at 


everyone J home, cheer up, 
here will be and live hepeliy 
good to you. together. Okay? 


She might 
try to kill 
herself 


Keep an eye 
on Natsue. 


I feel as if Eiko }® 
she's use | [Efeslanit gto JS 
my sister Eiko... from the dead... pete 


I can't stand it when 
people call me a monster 
because of my face. 


Japanese people are so cruel. We fight and put 
The pot can't call the kettle mem, = each other down 
black. No one's any different. without thinking 
We're all in the same boat. about who the 
real enemies 
= are. 


Well, Mama's waiting 
for me at the hospital. 
IT have to cook supper 
and take it to her. 
Remember what I 


Mama, give me a 
little more time. 
T'll let you eat 
a lot of beef 
someday. 


and sukiyaki 
with a lot 

of beef in it 
sometime. 


ridiculous. 
I worked 
so hard... 


XN 
A\\Y 
aM 


Wa 
\ \\ 
\\ 


Wow, 
something 
smells 


ai lg 
<< 


hat a lucky 
family who 
’ can afford 


All I took 


ee ; 
Are you «| [= So you re the 
kidding?! C1 [fq one who's been 
I'm not - burglarizing 
a thief! this neighbor- 


hood lately! 


SS 


How could a 
nice-looking <= 
guy like me be 
a thief?! Are 
you out of 


I shouldn't 
just look 
into other 
people's 

houses. 


These days, 
no wonder 
they think 
I'ma thief. 


W-what?! 
Natsue jumped 
into the river 
again to kill 
herself?! 


Yeah, we saved 
surprised the 
hell out of us. 


Soup's on, 
soup's on... 
Get it while 

it's hot... 


I've gotta dry 
these pumpkin 


——s 
ny 


Hs innuill 


p 

} Ht Mi) YY 
} i A 
NH 


ee 


2, 


9) 
Ae 


s 


z y / 


: : 
Fine, then! { [if Just come 
Die if you ep é to? with me! 
want to die abet Ms I want to 
so much! ‘Y show you 
something! 


Why do you 

A, always think 

you're ¢/'| about killing 
an idiot! fi yourself?! 


| o> 
7\ 
LN 
ee’ 


See? Someone who was hurt 


far worse than you is working 
hard and trying to survive. 


You still have your 
hands and feet. 
Burns on your 
face are nothing. 


Stay alive and look 
straight into the 
eyes of the people 
who forced the 
war and the 
atomic bomb 


As long as Don't think 

you're alive, == 7 you're the 

you can do unhappiest 
it. Don't person 
around! 


Don't give up! 
Don't give up! 


I'll learn 
how to sew 
dresses, too. 


Nothing can scare 
you if you get a skill 
and make a living. 


A 
clothing Sounds good. 
store...? Let's try it, 
Natsue. 


Ha ha! Me, too. 
We can do it! 
We can do it! 


A cute girl, 
a cancan girl, 
wearing a red 

blouse and 
sandals... 
“J 


N \; . 
WES Wav \ ow rat ED) 
VSS RMN 
SESS oe 
RN SRR 
SON : 


singing 
without 
knowing it... 


I was always 


Because I've feeling 
never sung since depressed 
the atomic bomb. and thinking 


about dying... 


I wish I had —w~ 
met Gen much I can relax here, SSA I'm happy 
earlier. I could and somehow it <-~~2—--/ to havea 
have come gives me courage. eed, |S SISTIOR: 
here sooner. {2 SSSSN 


Katsuko, 
let's work 

together 
and open up 
a clothing 


anything to 
live from 


a sewing ¢ 
machine 


Red /A 
ales on A bell tower 


aareen ( Shaped like 
hilltop oS a pixie hat... 
Heave-hol ; Heave-ho! 


Vet 


ll! 


= 


i 
dit 
wil 
f i | 
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Ro ye * 
ey a ao ay 


Sassy it'dbe 


es GA 


Two kan of § 
iron, fifty 
bricks, and 
two kan of 


It can't be Are you 
r. 
Nakahiro. Dey Bae 


Uh, 
fifty 


bricks. 


I'm thinking ow 
about opening \—‘ ahead, talk like 
aclothing you know. 


I want Katsuko | 
and Natsue \ py 
to have a h at machine 
clothing store. | ‘ KG); SS) for that. 


"T work and 

work, but my 
life never gets 
better. Look at 

my hands..." 


If I'd thought of ) 
that earlier, I'd 
be super rich. 


ou picked u 
all he tod 

and copper, 
and got rich. 


There were 
telephone lines 
hanging 
everywhere, 
and the copper 
wires had thick 
lead wrapping. 


Watch your 
mouth! Don't 


Are you kidding?! 
Tell me where Who's going to 
you got all this. AA 2% tell you where we 
: ‘ make our money? -- 
You numbskull! 


TTLE 
RRATT LE 


Can you I'll take We could 
pay for Al — | ‘em buy a sewing 
all this somewhere machine if 
stuff? else if you 
don't want 
em. 


q out where they 
Where did you *& J () bs got all this. 
get all these? y 

They're solid 


This is \ 
something. : Y 
It should be Hey, | / 
worth at least \ don't MT fi 
three thousand . , touch it! bins, 


a 


en 
\S/ Hee hee... I 
can have a lot 
of fun with 
this much 


thousand 


yen, 
Tomekichi. 


When we use up 
this money, we can 
0 back to Daido 


Shipyard and steal 


more copper. 


They'll never know } 


we come from the 


a 


\ They have tons 


of copper and 


We left the boat at 
Motoyasu Bridge. Tome, 
did you tie it hard so it 

won't get loose? 


We found a 
good mark! 


OTT IRR 


I see. They stole 
that from Daido 
Shipyard. 


If there's so much 
copper there, I'll 
go get some myself. 


Daido Shipyard 
made a lot of 
money during 

the war. 


Whnteh 


Vn 


flit Mm, 
<a Mh 
inn 


They should pay us 
back for the war and 
the atomic bomb. 


‘| 


i 


NI, 
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~~ 


Okay. We're 
going to get 
tons of copper. 


Don't worry. 
I'm good at 
rowing boats. 


Gnisanes 


Musubi, I)” Sif so there's 
see it. \\ y tons of 
That's it. } \ copper 


a are ere \ 4 
of thieves these T : Vy Let's loa 
days. We'll be eid ot } this boat 
fired if we don't kill ‘em!’ at 

catch ‘em. 


Cut it out. Be 

quiet. What 

if they catch 
you? 


Who's 
there? 


—* 


Catch Musubi, make a run for the \acS 


1 ay i . = =| “1 ae, 
th d mm water and jump in. They'll 72> cr’. 
b oe en ay kill us if they catch ds. Sos 
to death. Qe K ee pce = 2 
a : ZO > Een ; = SSS = Bees 


x 
‘ 
hy Ch = : 


~ 
oT 
ae 
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<4 ; “ Ors 
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I know someone aly We have 

who was beaten Xr only two 
C) A 

to death when ¢ choices: 

he tried to steal W2| eat or be 


oranges froman /;y, 
orchard. AN Ve asin 
AY 
<p 


i 
ie 
2 g 


Th-that's crazy! We're here 
for the first time. Why 
should we get killed for 

someone else's crime? 


1H 
ai Nica 


Damn... Too bad. 
We're looking at a 
huge pile of copper. 


gg FC 
cities 


Sin i 
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Uy, Y) 
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‘ Ne J 
7 Yj, 
Y, A 
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Are you nuts? = ee 
Who's gonna | ? = 
wait just 
cuz you say 
so? 


They went 
into the 


That pisses me 
off. We were 
this close. 


I'll jump [ | I'ma 
inwhen I \(SFSN.a/ good 
find them. » swimmer. 


WN 


This is strange. It's been fifteen 

minutes, but they're not coming / 
up. I don't think even a good diver 
can stay €\_ this long under 


We might see 
dead bodies > _ gruesome 
floating in Y& thought. It's 


the morning. A 


I wonder if they 
killed themselves 
on all those sharp 
rocks under the 
surface here. 


I wonder how 


} Stop it. Don't scare | E==== . = oO ; d There once 
~ me. Let's go back. = \ 4 S Yi, i gee was a pirate 


It's their own Fy ae Az i with a big 
fault. They came SEZ S > long spear... 
here to steal. tijd 4 # 


Couldn't they imagine us hidin = ‘wo 
here after threnifg stones in? \Ne 
Hearing a splash doesn't mean 

we jumped in. That's a 

Ninja sound trick. 


If we have ten 
thousand yen, we can 
buy a sewing machine 

and a lot of rice to @ 
A. eat, Too. oe 


Let's grab 
a whole lot 


been caught if 
= we jumped into 
the water. 


Ul 
a 


T really want to buy a 
sewing machine for 
Katsuko and Natsue, so 

they can open a clothin 

store. That'll keep their 
hopes high. 


The bottom Hurry u 
busted through S 3 stupidl” 
and there's a hole! \ Bail the 

We loaded too water out! 
much copper! | “ 
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— ed aS 


\ 
\ asl! 
/\ “i(4)) 
= ie : 
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Musubi, we're 


=‘ almost at Eba 


beach. We're 
almost there. 


Pant pant... We have no luck. 
We were this close before 
the boat sank. Nothing ever 
goesright... A 


I'm not wishing for something big. 
All I want is an old sewing machine 
that'll give us a reason to live. 
Where's God or Buddha when 
you need ‘em! 
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Now we can't 


just to end up 


Lee 
SS 


hy, 43, 


‘s 
Paty 
Yi 


SN ea j “ 
~S Niz<- + NM 
eS ee . ~ ‘ 


I'm hungry. I'm 
tired of walking. 


Where are we? Cf shooting a 
range for 


the army. @ 


' 


: from the atomic F > BD 

omb were cremated “ip } ie , . : 

here. There was a Buh: * ee the hse apie 2 
huge mountain of t “Vy ae bs ; 


jes (Ne EA Ps dy 
A lot of dead bodies \\We ‘a i yal This te where the 
RO CaN .*\, Americans buried 


People ran up 
the mountain 
after being 
burned by 
the atomic 


Hey, Musubi, why don't we 
look for something to eat on 
that mountain? There should 

be pomegranates, wild 
strawberries, persimmons 
ge or something. 


) wy YN 


> 


I see. Since this 
used to bea 
shooting range, 
there must be 
lots of bullets 
buried in here. 

5 Wz 


ms 


/ Pw Sy , 
Yf Lez: Z0 ( 
\ A! Ss 
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Th 


Musubi, let's I don't think fg Hurry op 
i anyone s we'll kee 
Pa cere ngticed this it all ia 


and sell them. 
We can make 
a lot of money! 


ourselves! 


Musubi, runhome _ \s 


Hee hee! Heaven qd , 
quick. Bringacart 


didn't forsake us. 


One god dumps <p _ this is and call everyone. 
us, another god HP great! 
i) 
saves us! 12 1) es 
ey 


ae up, 
urry up! 
Tikbe 

digging here. 


There really 
are tons of 
them. We'll 
make some 


Gen, we can 
buy our 
sewing 
machine 

with this. 


Yeah. At this 
rate we'll 
make 
thousands 


You're right. > 


Let's go home. Let's exchange 


We can come aa >| | these for cash 
YI“, and go buy a 
sewing machine 


back again 
tomorrow. 


= 7 
VAR SS 


\ 


RORUCKCNS 


This is a lot. ¥/ fg 
It should be /-&% “a th 
worth more |= ; 

than ten 
thousand 


Bullets, 
bullets! 
Lots and 
lots of 
bullets! 


We can buy a sewing ;%%,: 
machine and food. <% 
This is great! 
Every» 
ay! 


gonna be o 


- =f = ae Ap ag a. | 2 —_ SQ te : : : , 
as ee os =e i A 43 ea DSS %, / SD 
Mac =i |) ST amen Se ; SS ee SEQ S Neen, . 
Ree em = vy O(c \e 3s Be > eZ ( 2 ’ 
SSSA Geese 0 NS rg f ' "3 — pe 7 3 
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M | we can make 
aif Don't be money out of, Show me the 
? ridiculous! you came up Get , = poet that 
bullets? Leave : ; here to take it serious! A ° hota 
them here + TS away from us. elongs to you. 
and go home. : i 


You're thieves 
if you take 
things from my 
mountain. 


1 tag bullets peicnaee s < 

to the army, and the Q 2 ~ ! wh 

army disappeared after as se should oA 
we lost the war. = "2 just give you 


Kee the bullets we 


VO 
NEN, aa pS: Lid 


ne can i 
just leave them * ; 
; and go home? oats ui 
That's bullshit! get hurt: 


You're just a bunch of 
A-bomb beggars. We 
don't want outsiders 
like you messing up Eba. 


You locals 
only care about 
yourselves. 


You know, we You guys stop! = 

Gen is right. 

Stop playing 
dirty. 


had to put up 
with a lot of 
crap in Eba! 


Damn! Why are : 
you so mean to us? ION IA, \ . : meee Fz 
We lost everything QS Ne diese © 1 WRN wa you want to 
because of the : J ana i ) ’ ' take this 
atomic bomb! ACY Kat, © 2 2 stuff. 


Shut up, old 
man! Stop 
talking 
bullshit or 


I'll be mses: i [ : don't nave 
than h aa ong to live. 
#0 aie ay 4 Gedpeen I can die 
uarding A ‘| |anytime. It's <—+- 
hese kids. (ay 1 |fine with me. 


Come onl 
Kill me now! 


Don't think 
an old man 
can't do 
anything! 


Now! Kill me! But 
I won't just die 
for nothing. 


Papa, are you all 
right? Are you. X& 
out of your mind? 


We'll kill you 
all if you come 
back again! 


T'll take 
you two 
with me. 


T-that was 
scary. I'm 
impressed... 


Gen, I really 
was ready 
to die. 


NGG 
Radioactivity is eating away jy, 

at my body. Damn... The = ff yy 
curse of the atomic bomb 


never ends... 


HA 
fh \\F 


I don't have long to live. I'm in 
constant pain. I vomit blood and 
shit blood... I've just been 
keeping it hidden from everyone 
so they wouldn't worry. 
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Wavethwe 


I feel lucky I met} | / 
these kids here, If I have to 
B die, I want 
to die for 
everyone here. 


I was soaked in the black rain 
that fell after the atomic 
bomb. It was like heavy oil, 

and it was radioactive. 


Red roof ona 


green hilltop... > oe 


A bell tower shaped 
like a pixie hat... 
The bell rings, 
ding-dong-ding... 


Don't loiter in 
front of my store. 
You'll keep 
customers away. 
Out, out. 


Sy 


Excuse me, sir. [= You want 
Does this 
sewing machine 


customers. \ 
Pay some s going to buy a 
respect. /< sewing machine. 


12,000 yen here. 4 neni 
That sewin UYyy going to 

machine is 7000 /77FY buy it?! 
yen, right? J 


Hey, the customer 
is king! Don't make 
me repeat myself. 


Just think, this 
can be ours. 
How nice! 


a good 
machine? 


Katsuko, 
Natsue, 
which one 


to see which 
work best. 


Owner, | . ae Katsuko, let's 
you'll throw ; make the best 

in some ’ y\ clothing store in 
thread and ‘ [Pe ' Hiroshima, no, 

needles, | : in Japan! 


Yeah, go for 
it! Natsue, 
Katsuko, 
don't give up! 


I see, I see, 
harrumph, 
harrumph. 


Ha! Okay, 
I like you. 
You can 


have ‘em. 


=? green hilltop... 
yp A bell tower 

shaped like a 

pixie hat... 4 


yi} Aira 
yy N) 
==, <S Zi 
All right, we got a sewing 
G7 : SS SG C ee ine. Wee going to 
y : Ss make our clothing store. 
oe an SS C Today's a great day! 

q | NS Hurrah, hurrah! 


SS 


SS SSS SS — 4 


= SNe ear. 
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SS 
I want to sew 
our clothes 
first with this 
machine... 


Za || 
ee) 


ALLY) 


\ The bell rings, Mister, we 
Ale ding-dong-ding! got a good 
Bon 2 : athe baby goats sing along, sewing 


baa-baa-baa... i machine! 


K-Katsuko... 


WL /, 
Vie 
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Pant pant... Gen, everyone, y But I didn't do anything like 
thank you for everything. \ what a real father should do. 
I was happy to hear : I'm sorry for putting a 


everyone call me Papa. S burden on you and dying 
; f like this. , 


RIO ne: 
TERRES KOR 
OREO FOLGE 


Don't talk 
like that! 


We're going to 

make aclothing /\ | [7 

store and start / || good sewing 
all over. machine. A“ 


° > 


I know my body better ~N< : Pant pant... 
than anyone else. It'll X%=——* Rae What are You have to live 2" _- ht. Y SS Thank you, 
be a waste to calla 6 you saying, a long time and = ‘oon do vg ONS everyone, 

‘ Lo 


doctor. a 1S Wy Mister? thank you. 


eaters 


I don't But ever since I 


So, don't wimp out. 
want t6 was exposed to the 


aa not At siete until 
to me. ge our book is 
it published! Mpublished. 


sive up, A, | | SME UPanpS my 4 Bom nadia 
listen to me... 


Mister! 


The only I wish I could 
/ mator 
ores ie see him before rae ont be 
I feel ba x Idie.I want | | able to see him. gpa se 


about is... to thank him. | | That's too bad. J 


P-Papa got 
the A-bomb 
disease... 


T have no regrets about dying. 
My only regret is that I'll die 
without seeing the novel I 
wrote about the atomic bomb 
get published. 


I didn't know he was so sick. 
He tried to hide it because 
it would have worried us. 
He's so stupid. 


Gen, maybe we're all gonna die 
someday because of the bomb 

disease. We were all exposed to 
the atomic bomb. I'm scared. 


Pa\\\ 

Why should we <UL Nh : when I see 
die because of SS Bo { so many 
the atomic bomb's —~ 7 = people dying 
radioactivity? No \aas vs Xone after 

way! Stop being (CS 
a wimp! : 


ee ||| 
pau = | 


SLL: 
EL i ye pos 


| 
fe 


' It's been ‘ 
We don't have four years gi people st Sa ~@)).. 
Wed fan ck since the becaice the 2 Uf it out, 
Papa fell sick | : use of the ; Mirae 
on the day we L . radioactivity. : 
bought a sewing 
machine. 


Don't think 
like that. 


I ll wore 
anyone else dyin 
of the atomic ‘ 
bomb. I've seen 
enough. Damn! 


Let's live on with 
our hopes high... 
Whistling a song 
of love... 
As we walk the / 
piree-lined road 
za of life... 


He's 
singing 
in his 


Let's live Yeah, we've gotta keep our hopes 


on with high. There are tons of things to do. 
our hopes Show some life. That's alfwe can 
high... 4 do right now. 


| 


<7 
I'll get his novel \\_a 


iis 


printed while q | 
he's stillalive. ek 
ee 


Katsuko, Natsue, 
hurry up and 

learn how to sew! 
You can do it! /# 

PUN 


ah 
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a\ 
Damn! I can  <q\\\\\\"" 
take whatever <A\\ 


They're nothing, 
nothing at all! 


blow them away 
with a fart! 


our hopes high... 

Whistling a song 
of love... 

As we walk the 


<i] 


MY 
A / 


everyone, 
sing! 


Can MT 


T have to let 
Ryuta know , 
about his Papa. 


I wonder 
how he's 


Damn... I'm sick Every day, 
and tired of they make 
being locked QG. me work in 
in this place. (@ i 


f= Get to work : x saws, 
i.) at once! You ; Ire | par Ad 


\ iia 
~ S 


How d'you 


expect us to It's been 


work when you seven months ws : yh Y The Uchiyama gangsters 
barely feed use since I came . ees = \) AFF have prob'ly forgotten 
PA , to this ms all about me breaking 


oron! = z= Sees Res | into their gambling hall. 
* dS q / 
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I miss everyone-- 
Gen, Katsuko, 


Musubi, Papa, * 
Mrs. Nakaoka. 
WG 
; 


T can get : : TRE: | ace l peor, yet = 
back to ~ | KY San ANN AN AN! § £ Pres #)- scared mel 
Hiroshima WW os” \ iK\ \ ON NYS wae = I thought 
\ ») SS 


A\ 


. Wy S “ As ue B = Hl 

if Igoover [\*™\\ 7G \ \ = >. you were 
_ that wall. 77 wan ain yF “. a guard. 
tee SN \ : NG \: Ss | 5 Nn ah 


I'm sick and Ryuta, why are £ 
tired of being you throwing a 


stuck in a cage wet cloth at 
like this. the wall? 


I won't. But 
you gotta take 
me with you. 


Are you Yeah, Noro. 
imbing up Don't let the 
guards know. 

You'll be sorry 


if you do. 


Are you YY I want to 
kidding? How Please. I came ‘0 back to 
can I take a here with you iroshima, 
slowpoke like K from too. Please , 

you? SS Hiroshima. 


\ 
6] 


‘\ 


Please, Ryuta. 
Take me with 
you. I beg you. 


Are you 
< threatening 
me? 


I'll take you, Okay. We're 


Hee hee... I heard from 
an escapee that a wet 
cloth stays on the wall if 
you throw it hard enough. 


but you have going to wait 
to follow my ‘| | for the best 


orders, time to run 
understand? 


Anyway, you can't X 


Please, talk about the 


Go, on 
mister. 


: ) 
atomic bomb now, . fee, pine 
since America } , 
dr 


written novel, 


tT waniethe ¥ You're from Hiroshima, too. 
but I can't 


Doesn't it piss you off that 
ryaene bi \ } } gine " we can’t talk abel the 
ees fe fo read it.| | atomic bomb just because 
efore he a? ‘| | America told us not to? We 

have to tell the truth now! 


U 
T'll be nabbed 
by the GHQ 


It upsets me, 
and sentenced 


too. I lost five $/<_\ 
of my family 
because of 


Don't say 


executed if we we can't do 


do anything 
America 
doesn't like. 


War always leaves 
deep wounds that 
never heal. 


als she He cooked 
American them to feed 

soldiers were ¢~ f 2 the aan 

captured by \c ap Oe WIN soldiers, an 

the Japanese saved their 

and became ; 

prisoners. 


But after the 
war, when 
war criminals 
4 were tried at 
% the Tokyo war 
crimes tribunal, 


Someone told me 
about some very 
bad things that 
have been 
happening even 
after the war. 


Ula the slbeotliers 4 
SS Wi e prisoner testifie 
oh Sa) that the medic had 
fi ) oe made him eat the 
| roots of a tree. 


medic was \/7 
sentenced 


In another He gave him 
There was no F case, a medic Wit the traditional 
food to spare tried to save { moxa burning 
and they were an American {Sp treatment 
starving and n= soldier who had and stopped 
falling ill. 0 = | pain in his legs K\ the pain. 
t and b Rom) SUK 


i—— 


The American ¥ 4 
soldier was 

very happy and < 
impressed 

with Oriental 
medicine. 


. +c: The court judges 
But the soldier testified : ° judg 
that he'd been tortured i fie ignorant ot 
by burning. The kind sraditional 
differences between 


sig was sentenced to 


Thirteen 

printing 

shops, and 
they all 
refused. 


T hear the Tokyo 
war crimes tribunal 
is making things up 
without thorough 
investigation and 


concluding that all £ 
defendants are 


tl 
criminals. 
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Lin 


oT 
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fi 


The loser 
can't say 
anything 
even if 

something 
BO is wrong. 


/ 


Kid, Hates to 
me, don't i 
' not going to let 
tone vie the Americans }-- 
_ Subject of have their way./< 
— the atomic c 
yN bo 


I'll be accused of 


* 5 bs 
5 il TM 
B 2 
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being a spy if I print a \ et C N 
book about the bomb. , ~4 

I don't want to be ey 
sentenced to death E 
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I ihe 
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fal } 
PU | iste 
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Now burn, 
burn, burn | 
everything! \!' 


| M 


Bae 


nbs 


aL 


iz) Shut up. 
-A Trust me. 


Get everyone 

out of their 

cells! Put out © 
the fire! 


Okay. It's 
about time. 


Noro, now. 
We'll make 
arun for it 
while things 
are crazy. 


QW 
Fire! Fire! Everyone, = 
watch out. We're 
in trouble. This is 
serious. 


Let us out! 
We'll be 
burned to 
death! 


y) 


HNPe HLS 
SS 


What are you 
doing? You're 
too slow! Hurry 
up, Noro! 


No, Ryuta. 
Don't leave 


1}| 
A Fe ' |) You eek ihe 
CA} a pig climbing. 
Try harder. 
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me, please. 


I want to 
go back to 
Hiroshima. 


Don't slow 
us down like 
that again! 


Now, 
let's go 
back to 

Hiroshima. 


I can see Gen, 


Katsuko and 


Si 


We'll be in trouble if 


In 
WN 


Hi 
TEV THI 
ae alll | ; they follow us with 
ee | ‘ deus, Rain washes ie 
say Y iy! fi ; away our scent. ee 


Damn... They're on Don't be stupid. 
alert. I guess our It'll delay us a 
XC escape was reported | |the long b\ day if we take 
to the police. way? AB the long way. 


Damn... I'm not going 
to let them catch 
me now. I've got to 

make it to Hiroshima. 


We need a \K 


In a 
iE SB 


ae 


Y-you'll 
give me five 


have half if Ee Z ey “Oo <Q” hundred 
you find the )@ asx | 
wallet. | 7) : ~~ yr 
: %, 5 x 


/ 
I remember 
this street... . 


\Toyoko, you help 

"\ too. They're 
giving us five 
=\hundred yen. 


I think we 
dropped it 
somewhere 
around here. 
I wonder if it 
went down the _). 
L_~ stream... 1S 


We dropped 
ie awallet that , 
you guys had a thousand \° 
shouting yen somewhere Y 
about? S 4 around here. § 


All right, 
we'lllook 
downstream. 


23F 


errr cers Ts ema 


their clothes 
for disguise. 


Are you 
kidding?! 
Don't 


Gonna be 
stubborn 
about it, 
are you, 
Noro? 
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You'll look 
awful?! Look 
at yourself 

ina mirror 


I don't 
like girl's 
clothes. 


No, no way. 
Forget it! 


Hey! Why are 
you guys 
wearing 

our clothes?! 


\ \\ 
Hee hee... \ 
DWE" f:, 


Ryuta, you 
teak cod! " 


S 


What's mine 
is mine, 
what's yours 

is mine! 


be hee... Le is 

; what you get for 

y, being sree, Take 
— it as a lesson! 


Orange flowers 
in full bloom... 
I remember 
this street... 

JA The street 
up the hill... 


E=7 What a tough 
‘| sister! She's 
going to be the 
master of the 
house when she 
gets married. 


Ryuta, I fell 
down because 
you scared 
me with that 
A strange voice. 


Did you see two 

mo on the way? 
ey ran away 
from the 

reformatory. 


I'm going to kill 
my uncle who Z 
threw me into 

the reformatory. 


My family had a big 
oil store before 
the bombing. 


Y The atomic 
bomb burned 
> our house, and 
only me and my 
little sister 
survived. 


We went to my 
uncle's house, but 


was no food for us. 
they hated us. 


We didn't get to 
eat much. 


My sister cried 
every day, she 
was so hungry. 


cl 


Hh of 
Te 
il les 


ae Me as 
ea 


found that 
out, my 


uncle beat 
her so 


hard. 


she got a 
fever and 


They told us there 


That wasn't the end. Uncle 

took all of our land and even 

the property we left at our 
evacuation place. 


When I complained, 
he beat me up, and 
didn't give me food. 


I was starving 

when I tried 

to steal some 
food. 


My uncle asked 
the police to 
put me ina 
reformatory. 


I was so angry, ‘ve E{ But that's nothing 


I swore that 
I would kill 
him some day. 


new nowadays in 
Japan. People 
don't care 
about 
anyone else. 


You and me would have 

been going to school in 

nice clothes if there 
hadn't been a war. 


ia fl * 


Damn! I want to 
kill everyone who 
started the war! 


Noro, I know how you 
feel, but killing your 
uncle will only make you 
a criminal. It won't do 
you any good. Forget 
about it. 
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All right! “ 


‘ x i o | It's so pretty. 
Wee TG " | The eile lights 
of Hiroshima. 


Hey, you! You're in & 
You' the wrong place. 
pick things off right. You should be 
the street and in a hospital. 


aD ng 
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Why are you 

bugging us? 
Get out of here 
now. We have a 
sick person here. 
Be quiet. Go! Go! 


What a weird ) 
girl we have 


eel 
ANESSY 


Don't stare Poor girl... She Ls I didn't know you were 
at me like ' must have eaten so cold-hearted. I didn't \ What 
. "| some bad food : know. But now I get it. Ji 
and damaged : You're really cold-  ° 
_ her brain. ; > hearted. / 


ts Are you kidding me? 
> It took you that 

2-% long to remember? 
~\)\ It's too late. 


Did you 
finish your No, I 


remember sentence? 


me at all. 
I'm nobody. 


ran away. 


This is so sad. I never 
thought you'd forget 
my face. You're 
strangers to me. 
You're strangers. 


Icameall the way 2 
over the mountains ° 
fromareformatory % 
in Shimane to see cts 


Ryuta, don't be 
mad at us. You're 
disguised as a girl. 

That's why we 
didn't recognize , 


Hee hee... Ryuta, cheer up 
now. We'll never forget you. 


Did they let & 
_ You go? ¥ 


You can't 
Tc imagine what a 
tough time I've 
been through. 
But... buf... 


Shut up! You 
should be able 
to recognize 

my handsome 

face right 
away! 


Noro, don't 
spoil our 
touching 
reunion 


t I stayed at 

ea re the reforma- 

SON tory too long. 
\. People get 
whiny and 

i. Sad there 


This is Noro. 
He ran away 
with me. 


He's going to 
kill someone. 


Everyone, 


a 
i 
i 
\ 
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Gen, leave him 
alone. Leave 
person did him alone. 
you bring Everyone has 
here? _\his own life. 


—s 
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I'm sure his 
soul reached 
out and called 
you back. 


everything from 
us... everything 
we care about... 


I see... Papa... our 
Papa doesn't have 


VB 


““ deny 


I know. We've 
seen the worst. 


Papa, I'll 

make sure ( 

you go out 
in style! 
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But everyone's} | T'I] do it. 
afraid of America's 
America, so in for a 


they won't i 
publish ir. || Surprise 


This has gotta 
be the bottom. 


Is this the 
book Papa 
wants to 

publish 
before he 


—= 
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| it to everyone 
in Japan and 
in the world. 


I'm not going to let the 


Yanks have their way. : 
Why shauld'we hide-the es 
suffering and horror of Just watch. 


the atomic _. bomb? 


I'll make some 


Katsuko, clothes for you, 


ibe he i Ryuta. You can't 
You're stay in those, 


? 
tickling me! «7 a 


We bought a 
sewing machine. \ 
Natsue and I 
are going to 
open a clothing 


Y 
That's right. 
You haven't dill, You take care 
met Natsue. }Ill/of Natsue, too.| | tome, if |= 

She's my she's your/ 4 
friend. ea friend. : 


Ryuta,we're goodat ‘| f Katsuko, make 
making dresses. We've || [| me some nice 
been staying up late : clothes, will 

practicing every day. 


Hee hee! 
I feel good. & 
This is like 
heaven! 


Everyone's 
trying hard. 
T will, too. 


What are you laughing 
about? I thought you 
were on your way to 
kill your uncle. Hurry 
up and go! 


Ryuta, don't 
encourage 
um to do ¢ 
such a stupi 
thing. Stop \ 
him! a 


Everyone knows it's not 
right to kill someone. But 
there are times when we 

have to. 


He suffered ¢ 
from the atomic 

bomb, too. I 

know how he 


Leave him alone. 

Leave him alone. 

He's living to kill 
his uncle. 


About Project Gen 


Namie Asazuma 
Coordinator, Project Gen 


In the pages of Barefoot Gen, Keiji Nakazawa brings to life a 
tragedy unlike any that had ever befallen the human race before. 
He does not simply depict the destructive horror of nuclear 
weapons, but tells of the cruel fate they visited upon victims and 
survivors in the years to come. Yet Gen, the young hero of this 
story, somehow manages to overcome one hardship after anoth- 
er, always with courage and humor. Barefoot Gen's tale of hope 
and human triumph in the face of nuclear holocaust has inspired 
volunteer translators around the world, as well as people working 
in a variety of other media. Over the years Gen has been made 
into a three-part live-action film, a feature-length animation film, 
an opera, and a musical. 

The first effort to translate Barefoot Gen from the original 
Japanese into other languages began in 1976, when Japanese 
peace activists Masahiro Oshima and Yukio Aki walked across 
the United States as part of that year's Transcontinental Walk for 
Peace and Social Justice. Their fellow walkers frequently asked 
them about the atomic bombing of Hiroshima, and one of them 
happened to have a copy of Hadashi no Gen in his backpack. The 
Americans on the walk, astonished that an atomic bomb survivor 
had written about it in cartoon form, urged their Japanese friends 
to translate it into English. Upon returning to Japan, Oshima and 
Aki founded Project Gen, a non-profit, all-volunteer group of 
young Japanese and Americans living in Tokyo, to do just that. 
Project Gen went on to translate the first four volumes of Barefoot 
Gen into English. One or more of these volumes have also been 
published in French, German, Italian, Portuguese, Swedish, 
Norwegian, Indonesian, Tagalog, and Esperanto. 

By the 1990s Project Gen was no longer active. In the mean- 
time, author Keiji Nakazawa had gone on to complete ten vol- 
umes of Gen, and expressed his wish to see the entire story 
made available to non-Japanese readers. Parts of the first four 
volumes had also been abridged in translation. A new generation 
of volunteers responded by reviving Project Gen and producing a 
new, complete and unabridged translation of the entire Gen 
series. 

The second incarnation of Project Gen got its start in Moscow 
in 1994, when a Japanese student, Minako Tanabe, launched 
"Project Gen in Russia" to translate Gen into Russian. After pub- 


lishing the first three volumes in Moscow, the project relocated to 
Kanazawa, Japan, where volunteers Yulia Tachino and Namie 
Asazuma had become acquainted with Gen while translating a 
story about Hiroshima into Russian. The Kanazawa volunteers, 
together with Takako Kanekura in Russia, completed Russian vol- 
umes 4 through 10 between 1999 and 2001. 

In the spring of 2000, the Kanazawa group formally established 
a new Project Gen in Japan. Nine volunteers spent the next three 
years translating all ten volumes of Gen into English. The trans- 
lators are Kazuko Futakuchi, Michael Gordon, Kyoko Honda, 
Yukari \Kimura, Nobutoshi Kohara, Kiyoko Nishita, George 
Stenson, Michiko Tanaka, and Kazuko Yamada. 

In 2002, author Keiji Nakazawa put the Kanazawa team in con- 
tact with Alan Gleason, a member of the first Project Gen, who 
introduced them to Last Gasp of San Francisco, publisher of the 
original English translation of Gen. Last Gasp agreed to publish 
the new, unabridged translation of all ten volumes, of which this 
book is one. 

In the hope that humanity will never repeat the terrible tragedy 
of the atomic bombing, the volunteers of Project Gen want chil- 
dren and adults all over the world to hear Gen's story. Through 
translations like this one, we want to help Gen speak to people in 
different countries in their own languages. Our prayer is that 
Barefoot Gen will contribute in some small way to the abolition of 
nuclear weapons before this new century is over. 


Write to Project Gen c/o Asazuma, Nagasaka 3-10-20, Kanazawa 
921-8112, Japan 


Keiji Nakazawa lives with his wife in the suburbs of Tokyo, 
and remains actively involved in the work of the Project Gen 
volunteers. Now retired from cartooning, his most recent 
project was a live action film he wrote and directed about 
young people growing up in postwar Hiroshima. He is cur- 
rently working on another film scenario. 


